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PERISCOPE. 


subject comes to the following rather categorical, somewhat theoreti¬ 
cal, but, on the whole, apparently safe conclusions: 

1. That organic diseases of the brain may render a patient in¬ 
capable of making a will, and that some form of aphasia may be pro¬ 
duced also as one of the symptoms of the organic disease. 

2. That some forms of aphasia may render a patient incapable 
of will making. 

3. That auditory aphasia, if at all well marked, incapacitates a 
patient from will making. 

4. That some other forms of aphasia, such as pictorial word- 
blindness, pictorial motor aphasia, and graphic aphasia, may render 
a patient incapable of making a will, not necessarily from being 
mentally incapable, but from the difficulty of carrying out the legal 
formalities. 

5. That these difficulties in carrying out the legal formalities neces¬ 
sarily vary according to the law of the particular country. 

6. That simple uncomplicated cases of infrapictorial auditory, 
infrapictorial visual and infrapictorial motor aphasia are capable of 
valid will making. 

Clouston insisted upon two points. 

The first was the test question, whether it was the will of the in¬ 
dividual, or' whether it had been suggested to him. The second was 
that in making the will of any aphasic patient it was the duty of every 
medical man and lawyer to put the contrary case. A man had left, say, 
£100 to his wife and £100 to his daughter—to A. and B. They were 
bound to ask him if it was for B. and C., or for D. and E., that he 
intended the money. No will of an aphasic. in spite of any judge or 
doctor, could be a legal and proper will unless the doctor had put 
the contrary case, because an aphasic would assent to anything if put 
to him in a certain way. It was essential that the mental condition 
of the would-be testator should be tested by a medical man. Dr. 
Clouston concluded by urging that two practical points in the actual 
making of the wall must be attended to: (1) Test whether the docu¬ 
ment is his own, and has not been suggested by others; (2) Put the 
contrary proposition, or a different proposition, twice at least as to 
sums disposed of, and as to the persons to whom the money or prop¬ 
erty is left. No will can be valid where these two points have not 
been most carefully gone into. Patrick. 


78. CONTRIRUTO ALLA CONOSCENZA DELLA PROCESSOMANI A, STORIA DI 

una deoenerata (Contributions to the Study of Litigation Mania). 

Sante de Sanctis {Revista sperimentale di Freniatria, 24, 1898, 

P-350). 

The author has been enabled to follow the history of this family 
since 1754- Throughout the whole family there has been marked 
mental insufficiency, with exaggerated ideas of property and most of 
the members in the several branches of the family have indulged in 
law suits on various small pretexts. Jelliffe. 


79. Un cas particulier de CECiTE fsychioue (A Peculiar Case of 
Mind-Blindness). Pauly (Lyon Medical, 88, 1898, p. 364). 

A case of what Kussmaul called apraxia; Hughlings Jackson, im- 
perception; and Wernicke, asymbolism; that is, the patient was as a 
rule unable to recognize objects by sight, although generally recog¬ 
nizing them at once by the sense of touch. The condition followed a 
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series of slight epileptic attacks without hemiplegia. The patient had 
a right hemianopsia, some impairment of memory and difficulty in 
awaking visual images of objects, but no aphasia, strictly speaking. 

Patrick. 

80. Temperamento e carattere nei.le indagini psy c 11 iatriche e 
d’antropoi.ogia criminalk (Character and Temperament in the 
Insane and in Criminals). Del Greco (II Manicomio modcrno, 
14, 1898, p. 161). 

The author makes two general categories for human kind; the 
one, psycho-physiques, or temperament, and psycho-social, or character. 
A man’s inner feelings determine his temperament; his relations to his 
fellow men, his character. The author holds, that from both points 
of view, in many neuroses there arc well established variations in both 
temperament and character, which are closely correlated to the neuro¬ 
sis in question; thus he would speak of an epileptic or paranoiac tem¬ 
perament and character. In the criminal there are changes of much 
the same type, so that while a criminal may not be epileptic nor be 
a paranoiac, yet he, usually possesses a temperament and a character 
which approaches those of the epileptic and the paranoiac. Jelliffe. 


THERAPY. 

81. A Discussion on tiie Therapeutic Value of Recent Synthetic 

Analgesics: Their Benefits and Attendant Risks (British 

Medical Journal, No. 1971, 1898, p. 1054). 

Ralph Stockman thought that none of the analgesics hitherto 
tried acts in an ideal way or is without serious drawbacks for general 
and frequent use. He prefers phenacetin as being less harmful than 
acetanilid or even than antipyrin. Lactophenin is almost identical 
with phenacetin. 

C. D. F. Phillips: Analgene, although it cannot be considered a 
very powerful analgesic agent, yet has the advantages of but slight 
toxicity, of tastelessnesss, and of easy solubility in acid media, so 
that, being readily absorbed from the stomach, its action is quickly 
produced. On account of its tastelessness and comparative harmless¬ 
ness it is of especial value in the treatment of painful conditions in 
children. Its effect is transient, but this, if it be a defect, is easily 
overcome by a frequent repetition of the dose. Its great evil depends 
on the destructive action it exerts on the red blood corpuscles re¬ 
sulting in urobilinuria. Although untoward effects such as nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, tremor, vertigo and rashes have followed its 
use, yet, as a matter of experience, these unpleasant accidents rarely 
occur. 

Euphorin is without doubt a powerful analgesic; it is said to have 
the activity of twice its weight of antipyrin. But like some other 
powerful analgesics it tends to interfere with the respiratory processes 
and to weaken the heart’s action, and produce cyanosis with collapse. 
A negative advantage it has is that it does not induce changes in the 
blood or affect the kidneys. 

Methylene blue is a distinctly useful analgesic, particularly in 
functional neuralgias and in all kinds of nervous headache. It, how¬ 
ever, changes the hemoglobin of the blood into methemoglobin, and 
causes irritation of the stomach. leading to vomiting and diarrhea, 
and also of the urinary tract, having caused in different cases al¬ 
buminuria, retention of urine, stranguary, cystitis, and spasmodic con- 



